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To  the  MAYOR,  ALDERMEN  AND  COUNCILLORS 

of  the  BOROUGH  OF  CHRISTCHURCH 

I submit  for  your  information  and  consideration  my  eighth 
Annual  Report  on  the  health  and  sanitary  circumstances  of  your 
Borough. 

As  an  integral  part  of  this  Report  there  follows  the  Report  of 
the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  on  those  sections  of  the  work  of  the 
Health  Department,  with  which  he  is  specially  concerned. 


NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS: 

The  Ancient  Borough  of  Christchurch  lies  in  the  south  west 
corner  of  Hampshire  at  the  confluence  of  the  Hampshire  Avon  and 
the  Stour.  With  its  coastal  situation,  its  vast  land-locked  harbour 
and  the  high  ground  on  the  west  breaking  the  full  force  of  the 
south  west  gales,  it  has  a pleasantly  equable  climate  and  this  in 
conjunction  with  the  attractions  of  the  nearby  New  Forest  make  it 
a highly  desirable  area  in  which  to  live.  The  population  has 
increased  progressively  over  the  past  twenty-five  years  and  this 
increase  has  been  particularly  rapid  in  the  last  ten.  The  1951 
census  figures  show  that  much  of  the  increase  has  been  by  im- 
migration. 

The  principal  source  of  employment  is  the  aircraft  industry, 
both  in  the  town  and  on  its  immediate  outskirts,  but  light  engin- 
eering is  also  of  considerable  importance.  The  Borough  has  in  fact 
a remarkably  varied  selection  of  industries  and  unemployment  is 
at  a very  low  level.  Among  women  in  particular  this  tends  to  be 
seasonal  and  relieved  by  the  influx  of  visitors  during  the  holiday 
months. 


RAINFALL  FOR  1954: 


ins. 

ins. 

January 

1.48 

July 

2.97 

February  . . . 

2.96 

August 

2.70 

March 

3.97 

September 

2.60 

April 

.21 

October 

2.25 

May 

2.20 

November 

6.48 

June 

2.49 

December 

2.76 

Total:  33.07  inches. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS; 


Area:  4,813  acres  (Census  1951). 

Population:  Registrar-General’s  estimate  for  mid-year  1954;  22,230. 
Number  of  inhabited  houses:  6,769. 

Rateable  value,  31.3.54:  £199,602. 

Sum  r^resented  by  a penny  rate:  £757  15s.  4d. 


VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1954  (as  supplied  by 
the  Registrar-General); 


Total 

Male 

Female 

Live  Births 

Total  

306 

147 

159 

Legitimate 

282 

142 

140 

Illegitimate  

24 

5 

19 

Still  Births 

Total  

5 

4 

1 

Legitimate  

5 

4 

1 

Illegitimate  

...  

— 

— 

Deaths 

Total  

261 

134 

Yll 

Infant  Mortality 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 
Total  

year  of  age 

8 

5 

3 

Legitimate 

8 

5 

3 

Illegitimate  

— 

— 

— 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  4 weeks  of  age 

Total  7 

4 

3 

Legitimate  

7 

4 

3 

Illegitimate  

— 

— 

— 

Maternal  Mortality 

Deaths  from  puerperal 

causes  1 

— 

1 

3 


COMPARATIVE  VITAL  STATISTICS: 

Borough  of  England 
Christchurch  and  Wales 

Birth  Rate  (Comparability  Factor  1.06): 


per  1,000  estimated  population 

13.8 

15.2 

after  application  of  comparability  factor 

14.6 

— 

Still-Birth  Rate: 

per  1,000  estimated  population 

0.22 

0.36 

per  1,000  total  (live  and  still  births)  ... 

16.0 

23.4 

Death  Rate  (Comparability  Factor  0.77): 

per  1,000  estimated  population 

11.7 

11.3 

after  application  of  comparability  factor 

9.04 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  (Under  1 year  of 
age): 

All  causes  per  1,000  live  births 

26.1 

25.5 

Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate  (under  4 weeks 
of  age): 

All  causes  per  1,000  live  births 

22.1 

17.7 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  (1  death  only): 

per  1,000  total  (live  and  still  births)  ... 

3.2 

0.69 

Special  Causes: 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population: 
Whooping  Cough  

0.01 

Diphtheria  

— 

0.00 

Influenza  ...  

0.04 

0.18 

Tuberculosis  

0.09 

0.18 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  ...  

— 

0.01 

Pneumonia  

0.22 

1.92 

Cancer  (lung  and  bronchus) 

0.45 

0.37 

(all  causes)  

2.02 

2.03 

Year 

Popula- 

tion 

Borough  of 
Christchurch 

England  and 
Wales 

I.M.R. 

B.R. 

D.R. 

I.M.R. 

B.R. 

D.R. 

1929 

8,728 

49.0 

18.6 

11.1 

74 

16.3 

13.4 

1932 

11,250 

62.5 

17.0 

11.3 

65 

15.3 

12.0 

1936 

13,080 

53.1 

15.8 

12.2 

59 

14.8 

12.1 

1940 

15,330 

24.7 

13.1 

12.8 

55 

14.6 

14.3 

1944 

14,810 

30.0 

22.3 

14.2 

46 

17.6 

11.6 

1948 

19,190 

16.0 

16.1 

11.25 

34 

17.9 

10.8 

1950 

19,500 

16.6 

15.4 

12.6 

30 

15.8 

11.6 

1951 

20,330 

23.5 

16.7 

12.6 

29.6 

15.5 

12.5 

1952 

21,290 

21.9 

14.9 

11.03 

27.6 

15.3 

11.3 

1953 

21,510 

15.8 

14.7 

16.3 

26.8 

15.5 

11.4 

1954 

22,230 

26.1 

13.8 

11.7 

25.5 

15.2 

11.3 
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Causes  of  Death: 


Males 

Females 

1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory  

- 

1 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other 

1 

- 

3.  Syphilitic  disease  ...  

1 

- 

4.  Diphtheria  

- 

- 

5.  Whooping  Cough  

- 

- 

6.  Meningococcal  infection 

- 

- 

7.  Acute  Poliomyelitis  

- 

- 

8.  Measles  ...  

- 

- 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

- 

- 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  

5 

2 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

8 

2 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

- 

6 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  

- 

1 

14.  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

10 

11 

15.  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  

1 

- 

16.  Diabetes  ...  

1 

1 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

16 

22 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina  ... 

25 

13 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

5 

4 

20.  Other  heart  disease  ...  

20 

26 

21.  Other  circulatory  disease  ... 

12 

8 

22.  Influenza  ...  ...  ...  

— 

1 

23.  Pneumonia  ...  ...  

3 

2 

24.  Bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  

5 

5 

25.  Other  disease  of  respiratory  system 

1 

1 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

1 

— 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  ... 

1 

— 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis  

2 

_ 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate  

- 

- 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

— 

1 

31.  Congenital  malformations 

1 

— 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

10 

14 

33.  Motor  vehicle  accidents  ...  

2 

2 

34.  All  other  accidents  ...  

_ 

3 

35.  Suicide 

3 

1 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war  ... 

— 

TOTAL  (all  causes) 

134 

127 

5 


CENSUS  1951: 


The  results  of  the  1951  census  have  now  been  published  and 
reveal  a number  of  most  interesting  facts  and  trends  in  relation  to 
the  population  and  social  circumstances  in  the  area. 

The  following  figures  and  tables  abstracted  from  the  County 
Report  for  Hampshire  give  a mere  glimpse  of  the  immense  amount 
of  detail  which  is  set  out,  and  to  those  interested  I commend  the 
complete  report  for  study. 

Perhaps  the  outstanding  figure  is  the  113%  increase  between 
1931  and  1951,  in  the  number  of  dwellings  in  the  Borough,  the 
largest  increase  of  any  area  in  the  geographical  County  of  Hamp- 
shire where  the  average  increase  over  all  areas  was  38.5%.  During 
the  same  period  the  population  increased  by  79.2%  of  which  only 
11%  was  by  the  excess  of  births  over  deaths.  The  remaining  68.2% 
can  only  be  accounted  for  by  inward  migration.  In  1951  there 
were  3.05  persons  per  household  in  the  Borough,  whereas  in  1931 
this  figure  was  3.54.  For  every  1,000  males  there  were  1,190 
females,  in  1931  the  figure  was  1,168.  14.8%  of  our  population 
was  aged  65  or  over,  compared  with  Administrative  County  aver- 
age of  11.4%.  When  it  comes  to  the  consideration  of  household 
arrangement  it  is  shown  that  the  Borough  occupies  an  enviable 
position  in  comparison  with  most  of  the  other  County  Districts; 
75%  of  Christchurch  households  had,  for  their  exclusive  use,  piped 
water,  a fixed  cooking  stove,  a kitchen  sink,  a water  closet  and  a 
fixed  bath.  This  compares  favourably  with  the  general  average  for 
the  County  of  58%.  170  families  had  no  piped  water  supply  (this 
includes  those  living  in  caravans)  and  1,036  families  had  no  fixed 
bath.  Among  Urban  Districts  the  Borough  had  the  second  largest 
number  of  occupied  caravans,  being  only  surpassed  by  Lymington. 
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TABLE  1: 


Density  of  occupation 

% of  persons 
at  more  than 

2 per  room 

m ON  VO 

<r>  — ; -S  (N 

VO 

Persons 
per  room 

(On  ON  Tf  VO 

VO  VO  t''  VO 

O C5  C5  CO 

o 

<C5 

Structurally 

separate 

dwellings 

occupied 

O — (N  >/^ 

<N  O (N 

VO  r'  r'  o 

6078 

Private 

house- 

holds 

<N  -H  -rl-  >0 
— H m ^ t~- 

t"  oo  O 

6332 

Persons 
per  acre 

Tt  cn  ("1 

r4  ■'S-  H 

4.3 

Population 

1951 

o ON  r~  <o 

Tj-  oo  (N  ir> 
m oo  0-) 

lo  iri  VO 

20511 

1931 

-H  VO  VO  — < 
lo  (N  (On 

00  oo  O VO 
(N  -vt  (N 

11444 

Acreage 

— ^ 00  VO  OO 

ON  t~-  oo  »0 
cn  ro 

4813 

i 

j 

Wards 

1.  Jumpers  ... 

2.  Central  . . . 

3.  Mudeford 

4.  Highcliffe 

Total 

(/j 

T3 

O 

4= 
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X) 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASE: 

With  one  exception  the  incidence  of  infectious  disease 
throughout  the  year  was  extremely  low. 

A considerable  number  of  cases  of  Whooping  Cough  occurred, 
scattered  throughout  the  town.  It  is  likely  that  many  more  cases 
occurred  than  actually  came  to  light  since  in  many  of  the  milder 
cases  medical  advice  is  not  sought.  No  deaths  were  attributed  to 
this  cause. 

Very  few  cases  of  Measles  occurred  as  was  to  be  expected 
following  the  wide  prevalence  in  1953. 

Few  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified  in  contrast  with  the 
two  previous  years. 

The  majority  of  the  cases  of  Dysentery  notified  were  from  the 
outbreak  which  occurred  in  a residential  nursery  at  the  beginning 
of  the  year  and  which  was  referred  to  in  the  1953  report. 

One  case  only  of  Poliomyelitis  was  notified  and  here  the 
diagnosis  was  never  fully  proved,  but  equally  was  never  refuted. 
The  paresis,  principally  facial,  was  transient  and  the  patient  re- 
covered completely. 


Disease 

Number 

noti- 

fied 

Rate  per  1,000 
population 

Borough  of 
Christ- 
church 

England 

and 

Wales 

Scarlet  Fever  

9 

0.40 

0.97 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

174 

7.86 

2.39 

Diphtheria  ...  

— 

— 

0.00 

Erysipelas  

1 

0.04 

0.12 

Measles  

7 

0.31 

3.32 

Pneumonia  ...  

13 

0.58 

0.59 

Poliomyelitis  (paralytic)  . . . 

1 

0.04 

0.03 

(non-paralytic) 

— 

— 

0.01 

Meningococcal  infection  . . . 

— 

— 

0.03 

Food  Poisoning 

4 

0.18 

0.20 

Dysentery 

12 

0.54 

0.72 

TUBERCULOSIS: 

The  Chest  Clinic  facilities  are  unchanged.  Dr.  Stuart 
Robertson,  who  is  Medical  Director  of  the  local  Mass  Radiography 
Unit,  conducts  a clinic  at  the  Millhams  Street  Health  Centre,  on 
Mondays  for  old  cases  and  on  Wednesday  afternoons  for  new  ones. 
The  Clinic  serves  the  Borough  of  Christchurch,  the  Borough  of 
Lymington,  most  of  the  Rural  District  of  Ringwood  and  Fording- 
bridge,  and  a very  small  part  of  the  New  Forest  Rural  District. 

There  was  a remarkable  drop  in  the  number  of  new  cases 
notified.  The  total  of  six  is  the  lowest  ever  recorded  and  is  only 
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a little  over  one  quarter  of  the  national  notification  rate  for  the 
year.  The  figures  are  too  small  to  be  of  any  marked  significance 
but  they  are  at  least  encouraging.  There  is  now  no  waiting  list  for 
admission  to  a Sanatorium  in  this  area. 

Number  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  on  the  Register:  164. 

Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary 

Male  Female  Male  Female 

76  63  11  14 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  1932-1954: 

New  Cases  Deaths 


Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

1932 

1 

1 

- 

3 

2 

3 

- 

- 

1936 

4 

4 

2 

1 

1 

- 

2 

- 

1940 

10 

1 

2 

4 

5 

1 

- 

- 

1944 

5 

2 

2 

2 

1 

2 

- 

- 

1948 

15 

10 

1 

4 

2 

1 

- 

1 

1949 

19 

9 

1 

2 

6 

2 

- 

- 

1950 

8 

5 

2 

- 

I 

- 

- 

1951 

6 

7 

- 

1 

5 

2 

- 

- 

1952 

12 

7 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

- 

1953 

11 

8 

1 

- 

4 

- 

- 

- 

1954 

3 

2 

1 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

MASS  RADIOGRAPHY: 

The  Mass  Radiography  Unit  paid  a visit  to  Christchurch  in 
February  and  was  as  usual  sited  at  The  Clinic  in  Millhams  Street. 
The  number  attending  was  again  somewhat  disappointing. 

Number  of  Persons  Examined: 


Adults 

Schoolchildren 

Total 

Male  Female 

Male 

Female 

669  1266 

368 

318 

2621 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Recalled  for  large  films 

24 

31 

55 

Further  action  required 

1 

2 

3 

TUBERCULOSIS  — CARE  AND  AFTER  CARE: 

It  is  always  pleasing  to  be  able  to  report  another  successsful 
year’s  working  by  a purely  voluntary  body  — in  this  instance  the 
Christchurch,  Lymington  and  District  T.B.  Care  Committee  — 
which  exists  to  provide  help  for  tuberculous  patients  which  they 
would  otherwise  find  difficult  or  impossible  to  obtain.  The  com- 
mittee, under  Lady  Manners,  is  widely  representative  and  much 
devoted  work  is  done.  Funds,  apart  from  a County  Council  grant 
of  £100,  are  obtained  largely  from  the  sale  of  N.A.P.T.  Christmas 
Seals.  During  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1955,  33  patients  in 
the  area  served  by  the  Christchurch  Chest  Clinic,  received  assis- 
tance in  varying  forms,  and  a sum  of  over  £300  was  expended.  It 
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should  be  emphasised  that  in  addition  to  help  in  kind  a great  deal 
of  invaluable  assistance  was  given  by  visiting  members  of  the  com- 
mittee in  the  form  of  “personal  advice,  sympathy  and  encourage- 
ment”. 

Sincere  tribute  must  again  be  paid  in  particular  to  Lady 
Manners,  Major  F.  A.  L.  Lawrence  the  Honorary  Secretary,  and 
Lt.-Col.  M.  E.  Morgan  the  Honorary  Treasurer. 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION: 

There  was  again  a slight  fall  in  the  number  of  children  im- 
munised for  the  first  time,  for  the  second  successive  year.  There 
was,  however,  for  the  third  successive  year,  a substantial  increase 
in  the  number  of  refresher  doses  administered,  due  in  large  mea- 
sure to  immunisation  sessions  which  I myself  carry  out  at  schools 
throughout  the  Borough  twice  a year.  There  is  good  reason  to 
believe  that  the  immunisation  records  are  not  complete,  and  that 
an  appreciable  number  of  children  are  immunised  privately  for 
whom  no  record  is  received. 

During  the  year  251  children  were  immunised  for  the  first 
time,  of  whom  201  were  under  the  age  of  five  and  50  were  over 
five.  455  children  previously  immunised  received  refresher  doses. 
The  proportion  of  children  born  within  the  previous  twelve  months 
who  have  been  immunised  is  56%. 

The  following  table  sets  out  the  number  of  children  immunised 
in  the  Borough  under  differing  age  groups  in  so  far  as  we  hold 
reliable  records.  Records  of  treatment  carried  out  prior  to  1946 
are  not  included  since  they  were  kept  in  an  incomplete  form. 


Immunisation  in  relation  to  Child  Peculation: 


Number  of  children  at  31st  December,  1954,  who  had  completed  a 
course  of  immunisation  at  any  time  before  that  date  (i.e.  at  any 
time  since  1st  January,  1940). 


Age  at  31.12.54 
i.e.  Born  in  year 

Under  1 
1954 

1-4 

1953-50 

5-9 

1949-45 

10-14 

1944-40 

Under 

15 

Total 

Last  complete  course 
of  injections 
(whether  primary 
or  booster) 

A.  1950-1954 

22 

799 

1223 

614 

2658 

B.  1949  or  earlier  ... 

— 

— 

401 

362 

763 

WHOOPING  COUGH  IMMUNISATION: 

At  the  time  of  writing  a Whooping  Cough  Immunisation 
scheme  is  in  process  of  being  introduced  by  the  County  Council. 
As  in  the  case  of  diphtheria  immunisation  it  is  to  be  conducted 


10 


by  District  Medical  Oflacers  of  Health,  and  will  in  fact  offer 
diphtheria  and  whooping  cough  immunisation  combined  in  addi- 
tion to  whooping  cough  immunisation  on  its  own. 


SMALLPOX  VACCINATION; 

The  figures  for  vaccination  of  infants  against  smallpox  are 
disappointing  and  Christchurch  occupies  the  second  lowest  place 
among  Urban  Districts  in  the  County.  The  number  of  babies  under 
12  months,  expressed  as  a percentage  of  babies  born  in  1954,  who 
were  vaccinated  in  Urban  Districts  was  56.9%  — for  Christchurch 
the  figure  was  47.3%. 


WATER; 

Christchurch  is  supplied  with  water  by  the  West  Hampshire 
Water  Company  whose  works  lie  wholly  within  the  Borough 
boundary.  The  Company,  in  addition,  supplies  part  of  Bourne- 
mouth, most  of  the  Rural  District  of  Ringwood  and  Fordingbridge, 
part  of  Wiltshire,  part  of  the  New  Forest  Rural  District,  and  part 
of  the  Borough  of  Lymington.  It  derives  its  raw  water  from  the 
River  Avon,  within  the  Borough,  and  treats  it  by  slow  sand 
filtration  and  chloramination. 

During  the  year  the  raw  water  was  examined  12  times  with 
bacterial  counts  rather  higher  than  has  been  the  case  in  previous 
years.  B.  coli.  was  present  in  one  tenth  ml.  in  11  of  the  samples 
and  absent  in  one  tenth  ml.  in  the  remaining  one.  The  treated  water 
was  examined  bacteriologically  on  110  occasions  with  satisfactory 
results.  At  the  end  of  the  year  the  Company  established  its  own 
water  testing  laboratory  in  charge  of  a fully  qualified  chemist  and 
bacteriologist  and  in  future  both  raw  and  treated  waters  will  be 
examined  daily.  In  addition  periodical  independent  samples  are 
being  examined  by  an  outside  laboratory. 

There  seems  little  doubt  that  the  quality  of  the  river  water 
is  slowly  deteriorating,  due  in  all  probability  to  the  increased 
amounts  of  sewage  and  trade  effluents  which  are  gaining  access  to 
it  and  the  Company,  recognising  this,  are  installing  in  the  near 
future  a super  chlorination  plant  to  provide  a further  safeguard  to 
the  constant  purity  of  the  supply. 

The  new  rapid  gravity  filters,  installed  last  year,  are  giving 
satisfactory  service. 

The  supply  of  water  to  the  consumer  is  constant,  of  moderate 
hardness,  free  from  plumbo  solvent  action,  and  entirely  free  from 
metals. 

The  Water  Company’s  records  show  6,945  houses  and  shops 
to  be  supplied  from  their  mains  in  Christchurch.  No  standpipes 
are  in  use. 
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A typical  result  of  an  examination  of  the  water  is  shown 
below : — 

THE  COUNTIES  PUBLIC  HEALTH  LABORATORIES 
Analysis  of  a Sample  of  Water  received  on  12.10.54  at 
9.30  a.m.  from  West  Hampshire  Water  Company. 
Chemical  Results  in  parts  per  million: 
Appearance:  Clear  and  bright. 

Turbidity:  Nil. 

Colour:  10.  Odour:  Nil. 

pH:  8.0.  Free  Carbon  Dioxide:  3. 

Electric  Conductivity:  405.  Total  Solids:  270. 

Chlorine  present  as  Chloride : 18.  Alkalinity  as  Calcium  Car- 
bonate: 185. 

Hardness:  Total  220.  Carbonate:  185.  Non-carbonate:  35. 
Nitrate  Nitrogen:  2.0.  Nitrite  Nitrogen:  approx.  0.01. 
Ammoniacal  Nitrogen:  0.033.  Oxygen  Absorbed:  1.1. 
Albuminoid  Nitrogen  : 0.026.  Residual  Chlorine : 0.07. 
Metals : Absent. 

Bacteriological  Results : 

Number  of  Colonies  developing  on  Agar:  — 

1 day  at  37°  C:  0 per  ml. 

2 days  at  37°  C:  0 per  ml. 

3 days  at  20°  C:  2 per  ml. 

Presumptive  Coli-aerogenes  Reaction: 

Absent  from:  100  ml. 

Bact.  coli.  (Type  1): 

Absent  from:  100  ml. 

Cl.  welchii  Reaction: 

Absent  from:  100  ml. 

This  sample  is  clear  and  bright  in  appearance,  has  a 
reaction  on  the  alkaline  side  of  neutrality  and  is  free  from 
metals.  The  water  is  moderately  hard  in  character  and  con- 
tains no  excess  of  mineral  or  saline  constituents  in  solution. 
Its  organic  quality  and  bacterial  purity  are  of  a high  standard. 

These  are  satisfactory  results  indicative  of  a water  which 
is  pure  and  wholesome  in  character  and  suitable  for  drinking 
and  domestic  purposes. 

{Signed)  ROY  C.  HOATHER. 

SEWERAGE: 

The  preparation  of  the  scheme  for  the  new  treatment  works, 
to  be  erected  on  a site  in  Stony  Lane  just  south  of  the  railway,  is 
proceeding.  Agreement  has  been  reached  between  the  Borough 
Council  and  the  Ringwood  and  Fordingbridge  Rural  District 
Council  for  an  exchange  of  land,  whereby  the  proposed  site  would 
be  brought  within  the  Borough  boundary.  A public  enquiry  was 
held  on  May  4th,  1955,  at  which  the  only  objection  to  the  scheme 
was  from  a private  individual  and  was  of  a relatively  minor 
character. 

1954  was  an  unusually  wet  year  and  this  accentuated  the 
difficulties  encountered  with  our  present  antiquated  sewerage  sys- 
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tem,  resulting  in  flooding  of  sewage  in  known  trouble  areas  and 
periodical  discharges  of  untreated  sewage  into  the  watercourses 
from  our  overflows.  We  have  continued  to  discharge  into  one  of 
the  Bournemouth  outfalls,  under  a temporary  arrangement. 

LABORATORY  FACILITIES: 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory  in  Boscombe  continued  to  deal 
with  the  bacteriological  examination  of  specimens  of  epidemio- 
logical interest  from  this  area.  There  was  a further  rise  in  the 
number  of  specimens  emanating  from  the  Borough.  Dr.  G.  J.  G. 
King,  the  Director,  continues  as  our  valued  colleague  and  adviser 
on  epidemiological  matters. 

The  following  list  of  work  carried  out  at  the  Laboratory  on 
specimens  from  this  area  has  been  kindly  supplied  by  the  Director: 


Nose  and  throat 

40 

Sputa 

10 

Faeces 

...  237 

Urine  ... 

50 

Veneral  disease 

3 

Other  human 

61 

Water  ... 

5 

Milk  

...  121 

Ice  cream 

...  259 

Other  sanitary 

13 

Total  799 

FOOD  POISONING: 

Four  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  reported  during  the  year. 
All  occurred  in  the  same  family  and  were  due  to  the  consumption 
of  a meat  pie,  purchased  in  the  town  but  manufactured  in  another 
area.  Further  cases  of  food  poisoning  occurred  in  nearby  areas 
associated  with  pies  from  the  same  source  and  the  cause  was 
eventually  traced  to  massive  non-specific  bacterial  contamination 
of  the  pies  from  a liquid  egg  preparation  with  which  they  were 
sprayed. 

FOOD  AND  FOOD  PREMISES: 

Much  of  the  time  of  your  Sanitary  Inspectors  continues  to  be 
given  to  the  routine  inspection  of  food  and  food  premises,  and 
such  visits  are  convenient  and  appropriate  occasions  for  instruc- 
tion in  the  hygienic  handling  and  care  of  food.  In  this  regard 
perhaps  the  Inspector’s  most  important  role  is  that  of  health 
educator.  Our  relative  freedom  from  indigenous  food  poisoning 
in  this  area  is  a constant  tribute  to  their  success,  coupled  with  the 
fact  that  we  are  fortunate  in  our  food  traders  who  are  notably 
conscientious  and  co-operative. 

ICE  CREAM: 

The  consumption  of  ice  cream  rises  year  by  year  and  to  an 
increasing  extent  it  is  eaten  at  all  seasons,  with  of  course  the 
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emphasis  on  the  summer  months.  Regular  sampling  continues, 
principally  in  the  summer,  and  the  table  below  shows  the  im- 
provement that  has  taken  place  since  the  Methylene  Blue  Test 
was  introduced.  This  year’s  tests  are  perhaps  not  so  spectacular 
as  last  year  but  they  still  show  an  eminently  satisfactory  position. 

The  number  of  retailers  is  now  102. 

Ice  Cream  Samples  since  1947: 

RESULT  OF  METHYLENE  BLUE  TEST 


No.  of 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Year 

Samples 

Grade  1 

Grade  2 

Grade  3 

Grade  4 

1947 

53 

7.5% 

20.8% 

22.6% 

49.1% 

1948 

72 

19.4% 

29.2% 

32.0% 

19.4% 

1949 

136 

48.5% 

29.4% 

15.5% 

6.6% 

1950 

160 

70.0% 

19.4% 

6.9% 

3.7% 

1951 

88 

93.2% 

5.7% 

— 

1.1% 

1952 

107 

79.4% 

15.0% 

2.8% 

2.8% 

1953 

156 

85.3% 

14.7% 

— 

1954 

247 

91.9% 

2.4% 

5.3% 

0.4% 

SCHOOLS: 

There  has  been  little  improvement  in  the  conditions  of  over- 
crowding in  the  schools  throughout  the  Borough.  The  new  Junior 
School  at  Somerford  was  overfull  virtually  as  soon  as  it  opened 
in  May  1954.  Children  who  should  go  there  are  being  diverted  to 
the  school  at  Mudeford  which  had  obtained  a brief  respite  from 
the  opening  of  the  Somerford  School.  Work  is  going  ahead  on  the 
new  Somerford  Secondary  School  and  its  opening  will  relieve  in 
small  measure  the  conditions  of  gross  overcrowding  which  obtain 
in  the  Christchurch  Senior  School  and  which  will  be  immensely 
worsened  by  the  arrival  of  the  large  number  of  children  bom  at 
the  end  of  the  war  — the  so-called  “post-war  bulge”.  I say  in 
small  measure  because  the  “post-war  bulge”  is  only  a factor  in  a 
problem  which  has  been  created  principally  by  a phenomenal  rise 
in  the  local  population,  which  has  risen  by  50%  since  1944,  an 
increase  of  7,420.  It  is  apparent  that  the  Borough  is  continuing 
to  grow  and  existing  school  conditions  can  only  be  relieved  by 
further  extensive  programmes  of  school  building,  the  sooner  the 
better. 

School  meals  are  available  at  all  schools,  cooked  in  kitchens 
on  the  school  premises,  and  in  all  but  one  instance  served  in 
adjoining  dining  halls.  It  is  greatly  to  be  regretted  that,  owing 
to  the  overcrowding,  it  is  necessary  also  to  use  the  dining  halls, 
to  a greater  or  lesser  extent,  as  classrooms.  Cooks  and  food 
handlers  are  given  special  instruction  in  hygienic  food  practices. 

CHILD  WELFARE: 

Two  County  Council  Child  Welfare  Centres  have  been  oper- 
ated throughout  the  year,  one  in  the  County  Council  clinic  in 
Millhams  Street  each  Tuesday,  and  the  other  in  St.  Mark’s  Hall, 
Highcliffe,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  third  Friday  in  each  month. 
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The  opening  of  the  new  Church  Hall  on  the  Somerford  Estate 
made  it  possible  to  contemplate  a further  Centre  in  an  area  where 
there  was  obviously  considerable  scope  for  useful  work.  The  new 
Somerford  Child  Welfare  Centre  did  in  fact  open  on  2nd  Feburary 
1955. 

All  Centres  are  run  by  voluntary  committees  and  are  staffed 
by  Assistant  County  Medical  Officers  and  by  Health  Visitors  in 
whose  area  the  Centre  is  situated.  The  work  of  the  voluntary 
committees  is  invaluable,  and  I wish  again  to  express  my  ad- 
miration and  gratitude  for  their  tireless  devotion. 

HOUSING; 

The  notable  feature  of  the  year  has  been  the  continued  ex- 
pansion in  the  rate  of  private  building  and  that  this  shows  no  sign 
of  slacking  is  patently  obvious  on  all  sides.  226  private  houses 
were  completed,  as  against  150  in  the  previous  year,  and  51  in 
1952.  It  is  not  so  encouraging  however  to  report  that  only  22 
Council  houses  were  completed,  as  against  67  in  the  previous 
year,  and  54  in  1952.  None  the  less  the  Council  waiting  list  has 
shown  a reduction  of  126,  though  it  still  stands  at  the  formidable 
total  of  468  families. 

Holmsley  hutted  camp  continues  to  give  shelter  to  112 
families,  with  its  minority  of  problem  families  who  seldom  pay 
even  the  paltry  rent  demanded  and  live  in  conditions  approaching 
squalor.  The  eventual  housing  of  some  of  these  families  will  in 
due  course  present  us  with  an  unenviable  problem.  During  the 
year  a further  25  units  of  accommodation  have  been  demolished. 

112  at  Holmsley,  70  in  requisitioned  premises,  468  on  the 
waiting  list  — there  is  still  much  to  be  done. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT  1948,  SECTION  47: 

No  case  required  action  under  the  above  section  during  the 

year. 

One  aged  couple,  unfortunately  unmarried,  were  considered 
for  action  but  it  was  felt  in  all  seriousness  that  compulsory  re- 
moval to  separate  homes  would  have  caused  such  acute  un- 
nappiness  as  seriously  to  endanger  their  survival.  As  they  were 
causing  no  great  inconvenience  to  their  neighbours  it  was  felt  to 
be  infinitely  kinder  to  let  them  continue  to  exist  in  their  familiar 
squalor.  The  Area  Welfare  Officer  is  keeping  them  under  her 
supervision. 

NURSERIES; 

There  are  no  privately  run  residential  nurseries  in  the  town. 
The  British  Red  Cross  Society  conducted  two  residential  nurseries 
but  the  smaller  of  these,  Brooklyn  Babies  Home,  closed  early  in 
1955. 

There  is  one  small  private  day  nursery. 

The  County  Council  Day  Nursery  had  accommodation  for  38 
children  but,  largely  owing  to  the  imposition  of  a not  unreasonable 
means  test,  the  numbers  had  fallen  off  greatly.  The  building  in 
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which  it  is  housed.  The  Square  House,  is  due  to  be  demolished 
and  at  the  time  of  writing  the  Day  Nursery  is  shortly  closing  and 
will  be  entirely  discontinued.  Thus  ends  a period  of  thirteen  years 
of  service  to  the  working  mothers  of  Christchurch,  and  it  is  per- 
haps a happy  reflection  on  the  improved  social  conditions  of  the 
area  that  it  was  impossible  to  justify  its  continuation  by  need. 
During  the  past  ten  years  the  Day  Nursery  has  been  under  the 
Wardenship  of  Miss  Q.  Ingham,  to  whose  devotion  to  duty  I 
wish  to  pay  due  tribute. 

ILLEGITIMACY: 

The  illegitimacy  rate  has  risen  sharply  and  this  year  stands 
at  78  per  1,000  live  births,  more  than  double  the  figure  for  the 
previous  year.  The  national  figure  for  the  same  period  was  46  per 
1,000  live  births. 

No  deaths  occurred  among  illegitimate  babies  under  one  year 
of  age. 

STATE  OF  EMPLOYMENT: 

I am  again  indebted  to  Mr.  C.  A.  Mitchell,  the  Manager  of 
the  Christchurch  Employment  Exchange,  for  the  following  figures 
showing  the  state  of  employment  within  the  area  served  by  his 
Exchange.  The  area,  in  addition  to  the  Borough  of  Christchurch, 
includes  Hum  and  Holmsley. 

1.  Unemployment.  The  number  of  persons  over  18  years  of  age 
registered  at  Christchurch  Employment  Exchange  during  1954  was 
as  follows;  — 


Month 

Men 

Women 

Total 

January 

194 

102 

296 

February 

206 

132 

338 

March 

192 

117 

309 

April 

177 

86 

263 

May 

161 

90 

251 

June 

122 

38 

160 

July 

102 

28 

130 

August 

104 

28 

132 

September  ... 

104 

40 

144 

October 

113 

63 

176 

November  ... 

129 

101 

230 

December  . . . 

125 

83 

208 

Average 

144 

75 

219 

2.  Insured  Employees  in  the  Christciiurch  Employment  Exchange 
Area  at  the  end  of  May,  1954. 

This  statement  has  been  prepared  solely  for  the  purpose  of 
providing  an  approximate  indication  of  the  industrial  structure  of 
the  area.  The  figures  are  not  sufficiently  precise  to  enable  com- 
parisons to  be  made  in  detail  between  consecutive  years  and  no 
significance  should  be  attached  to  relatively  small  changes. 
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Industry  and  Service 

Males 
agedlS 
& over 

Females 
aged  15 
& over 

Total  Males 
& Females 
15  years  of 
age  & over 

Basic  Industries 

Agriculture,  forestry  and  horti- 
culture ...  

111 

50 

327 

Quarrying  (sand  and  gravel)  ... 

21 

— 

21 

Gas  / water  / electricity  supply 

257 

8 

265 

Transport  and  communications 

186 

37 

223 

Total  Basic 

741 

95 

836 

Manufacturing  Industries 
Engineering  (boatbuilding,  agri- 
cultural machinery,  construc- 
tional and  general)  

1111 

94 

1205 

Electrical  (wireless  apparatus  and 
electrical  goods)  

67 

70 

137 

Vehicles  (manufacture  and  repair 
of  motor  vehicles  and  cycles) 

304 

61 

365 

Manufacture  of  parts  and  acces- 
sories for  vehicles  and  aircraft 

37 

4 

41 

Aircraft  - manufacture  and  repair 

3763 

405 

4168 

Textiles,  clothing  (including  boot 
and  shoe  repairs) 

42 

37 

79 

Food  and  drink  manufacture  ... 

83 

48 

131 

Wood-saw  milling,  conversion 
and  some  upholstery 

45 

1 

46 

Paper  and  printing  

22 

6 

28 

Toys,  plastics,  metal  fishing  tackle 

68 

160 

228 

Other  manufacturing  industries 
(lens  grinding,  mica  cutting  and 
dressing  mostly)  

42 

24 

66 

Total  Manufacturing 

5584 

910 

6494 

Services 

Building,  civil  engineering  and 
electrical  contracting 

677 

19 

696 

Distributive  trades 

264 

290 

554 

Insurance,  banking  and  finance 

69 

32 

101 

Public  admin,  and  defence 

308 

153 

461 

Educational  services 

81 

187 

268 

Medical  and  dental  services  ... 

50 

265 

315 

Other  professional  services 

30 

26 

56 

Hotels  and  catering  trades 

124 

357 

481 

Domestic  service  (residential  and 
non-residential)  

28 

252 

280 

Other  miscellaneous  services  (en- 
tertainment, sport,  laundering, 
dry  cleaning,  hairdressing,  etc.) 

57 

131 

188 

Total  Services 

1688 

1712 

3400 

GRAND  TOTAL | 

8013 

2717 

10730 
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GENERAL  REMARKS: 


The  health  of  the  Borough  has  been  satisfactory  throughout 
the  year. 

Whooping  Cough  was  the  only  infectious  disease  of  note. 

The  estimated  population  increased  by  720.  The  population 
of  the  Borough  has  now  increased  by  50%  in  the  past  ten  years. 

The  Birth  Rate  again  decreased  and  was  the  lowest  recorded 
since  1940.  This  is  the  third  successive  year  in  which  there  has 
been  a drop  in  the  Birth  Rate. 

The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  showed  a considerable  increase 
over  the  previous  year’s  record  low  figure. 

The  Death  Rate,  which  last  year  was  raised  to  an  artificially 
high  level  through  an  administrative  change  introduced  by  the 
Registrar  General,  has  returned  to  a more  normal  figure.  The 
classification  of  “Transferable  Deaths”  is  now  being  carried  out 
in  a more  flexible  and  reasonable  manner. 

Housing  remains  a problem,  with  Holmsley  a particularly 
difficult  issue. 

Sewage  disposal  has  continued  to  present  difficulties,  ac- 
centuated by  the  abnormally  wet  year.  Major  nuisances  have  only 
been  prevented  by  the  skill  and  ingenuity  of  the  Borough  En- 
gineer. Further  progress  has  been  made  towards  the  inception  of 
the  new  scheme  in  Stony  Lane. 

In  conclusion,  I wish  again  to  thank  the  Mayor  and  Members 
of  the  Council  for  their  unfailing  interest,  my  colleagues  in  other 
departments  for  their  advice  and  assistance,  and  in  particular  the 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and  his  staff  for  their  energy  and  effi- 
ciency. 

D.  J.  N.  McNAB. 


June  1955. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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To  The  MAYOR,  ALDERMEN  and  COUNCILLORS 

of  the  BOROUGH  OF  CHRISTCHURCH 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for 
1954.  This  is  my  fourteenth  as  your  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  and 
in  it  I endeavour  to  give  a brief  outline  of  the  work  done  by  your 
inspectors  and  refer  to  some  of  the  problems  confronting  the 
department. 

Yours  is  a rapidly  growing  area,  and  there  has  been  a further 
increase  in  the  population  and  in  the  number  of  properties  erected. 
The  population  figure  for  mid-June,  1954,  is  22,230,  whereas  the 
previous  year  it  was  21,510.  The  number  of  houses  has  increased 
from  6,521  to  6,769  and  several  shops  have  also  been  erected. 

This  continued  growth  adds  to  the  problems  of  the  depart- 
ment, particularly  in  relation  to  refuse  collection;  housing  repairs 
and  drainage  work,  and  your  inspectors  and  the  clerical  staff  find 
it  extremely  difficult  at  times  to  cope  with  the  many  duties  they 
are  called  upon  to  perform.  They  have  given  of  their  best;  have 
worked  as  a team,  and  I am  grateful  to  them  for  their  co-operation 
and  support. 

There  were  no  changes  in  the  staff  during  the  year.  Mr.  Simco, 
one  of  your  Sanitary  Inspectors  did,  however,  obtain  another  post 
and  left  your  employ  on  the  last  day  of  the  year. 

As  in  previous  reports,  the  tables  dealing  with  income  and 
expenditure  are  for  the  financial  year. 


HOUSING  REPAIRS. 

It  was  hoped  that  with  the  coming  into  force  of  the  Housing 
Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954,  landlords  would  go  ahead  with  the 
reconditioning  of  their  properties  and  thus  reduce  the  number  of 
houses  which  are  slowly  but  surely  falling  into  a state  of  disrepair. 

It  would  appear  that  the  number  of  owners  who  have  decided 
to  take  advantage  of  the  permitted  rent  increases,  subject  to 
certain  expenditure  tests,  is  small,  and  the  general  feeling  is  that 
the  permitted  increases  are  inadequate  and  that  the  service  of  a 
“Notice  of  Increase”  is  frequently  followed  by  a “Certificate  of 
Disrepair”  and  a request  from  the  local  authority  to  remedy 
defects. 

It  is  not  possible  to  ascertain  the  number  of  properties  in 
respect  of  which  a Notice  of  Increase  has  been  served.  On  the 
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other  hand,  at  the  end  of  the  year,  four  months  after  the  com- 
mencement of  the  Act,  only  one  application  for  a Certificate  of 
Disrepair  had  been  received. 

It  would  appear  that  the  provisions  of  the  Act  are  not 
sufficiently  well  known,  or  that  tenants,  realising  the  difficulties 
facing  the  owners  of  low-rented  properties,  are  reluctant  to  com- 
plain. Whatever  the  cause.  Certificates  of  Disrepair  are  certainly 
not  being  asked  for  in  the  numbers  anticipated. 

The  type  of  premises  which  your  inspectors  are  called  upon 
to  deal  with  are  almost  invariably  let  at  a very  low  rental,  and 
the  high  cost  of  even  minor  repairs  are  frequently  more  than  the 
owner  can  afford  to  meet.  This  is  a problem  which  makes  the 
work  of  your  inspectors  extremely  difficult  and  takes  up  a great 
deal  of  time. 

Practically  all  the  properties  coming  under  the  notice  of  the 
department  during  the  year  were  dealt  with  under  the  Public 
Health  Act.  21  Informal  Notices  for  this  class  of  work  were 
served.  19  of  these  had  been  complied  with  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
Quite  a lot  of  work  of  this  nature  is  done  as  the  result  of  verbal 
requests  and  details  of  repairs  carried  out  appear  in  table  2. 

Pressure  of  work  has  not  permitted  of  a systematic  inspection 
of  the  district  with  a view  to  ascertaining  those  properties  which 
are  unfit  for  human  habitation,  and  therefore  the  table  requested 
by  the  Ministry  of  Health  under  article  31  of  the  Housing  Con- 
solidated Regulations,  1925,  cannot  be  included  in  this  report. 
This  matter  is  now  receiving  attention  and  will  be  made  the  subject 
of  a special  report. 


HOUSING  DEVELOPMENT. 

The  presence  of  a number  of  light  industries  in  the  area  adds 
to  the  housing  problem,  and  the  position  is  still  somewhat  difficult. 
Good  progress  is  however  being  made,  and  the  number  of  new 
houses  erected  by  the  Council  and  by  private  enterprise  during  the 
year  is  as  follows:  — 

Permanent  houses  erected  by  the  Council  during 

the  year  22 

Houses  erected  by  private  enterprise  during  the 

year  226 

New  houses  erected  by  the  Council  since  the  war : 

Permanent  1,024 

Temporary  100 
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HOUSING  ALLOCATION. 


Mr.  A.  G.  Head,  Housing  Officer,  has  kindly  furnished  me 
with  the  following  details  of  families  rehoused  and  of  those  await- 
ing rehousing. 

Number  of  families  housed  during  the  year: 

In  permanent  accommodation  40 

In  requisitioned  premises  ...  6 

In  temporary  accommodation  at  Holmsley  ...  22 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  112  families  were  temporarily  housed 
at  Holmsley,  and  comprised  the  following:  — 


Number  in  family 
1 
2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

10 


Number  of  applicants 
2 
14 
28 
30 
24 
6 
2 
4 
1 
1 


112 

Last  year  the  figure  was  130. 


There  were  468  applicants  on 
the  year,  made  up  as  under:  — 

Number  in  family 
1 
2 

3 

4 

5 

6 
7 


the  waiting  list  at  the  end  of 


Number  of  applicants 
20 
168 
176 
59 
31 
8 
6 


468 

The  number  for  the  previous  year  was  594. 

70  families  are  housed  in  requisitioned  properties. 


HOUSING  OVERCROWDING. 

Six  cases  of  overcrowding  came  to  the  notice  of  the  depart- 
ment during  the  year.  With  the  co-operation  of  the  Housing 
Officer,  three  of  these  cases  were  relieved  and  the  others  are  to  be 
rehoused  as  soon  as  suitable  accommodation  is  available. 

Further  progress  has  been  made  in  bringing  the  overcrowding 
records  up-to-date,  136  houses  having  been  surveyed. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  AND 
FOOD  PREMISES. 


The  supervision  of  the  storage,  preparation  and  distribution 
of  food  is  essentially  one  of  the  important  duties  of  the  depart- 
ment, and  one  to  which  a good  deal  of  attention  is  normally  given. 
Because  of  the  many  other  duties  which  your  inspectors  are  called 
upon  to  perform  and  which  have  been  much  to  the  fore  during 
the  year,  there  has  been  quite  a considerable  drop  in  the  number 
of  inspections  of  this  type  of  premises,  as  evidenced  by  the  fact 
that  only  1,747  inspections  have  been  made  as  against  2,136  the 
previous  year.  This  is  a matter  of  some  concern  to  the  department 
as,  due  to  additional  duties  brought  about  by  the  introduction  of 
new  legislation  it  may  well  be  that  even  fewer  inspections  will  be 
made  in  the  future.  I need  hardly  say  that  every  effort  will  be 
made  to  ensure  that  the  high  standard  of  cleanliness  observed  by 
the  food  traders  in  your  area  is  maintained. 

For  a number  of  years,  there  was  only  one  “self-service”  shop 
in  the  town.  Two  of  the  older  establishments  in  the  High  Street 
have  now  been  completely  reconstructed  and  converted  to  very 
attractive  premises  of  the  self-service  type.  This  is  something  to  be 
encouraged  as  the  greater  part  of  the  food  is  prepacked  and 
handling  is  reduced  to  a minimum.  The  firms  in  question  are  to 
be  congratulated  for  setting  an  example  which  I should  like  to 
see  followed  by  others. 

As  stated  in  previous  reports,  most  of  the  food  premises 
have  fitted  basins  and  running  hot  and  cold  water.  Plans  for  the 
construction  of  new  food  premises  are  closely  scrutinised  to 
ensure  the  provision  of  these  facilities. 


There  are  195  food  premises  in  the  borough,  made  up  as 
follows : — 

Grocer  62 

Greengrocer,  Fruiterer  ...  16 

Baker  and  Confectioner 10 

Sweets  ...  24 

Fishmonger  and  Fryer  12 

Butcher  17 

Cafe  or  Restaurant  34 

Public  Houses  20 


The  119  premises  registered  under  section  14  of  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Act  are  as  follows;  — 

96  are  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream. 

6 are  registered  for  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  ice  cream. 
1 is  registered  for  the  storage  of  ice  cream. 

15  are  registered  for  the  preparation  of  sausages  and 
pickled  meats. 

1 is  registered  for  the  manufacture  of  sausages  and 
cooked  and  preserved  meats. 
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Of  the  6 premises  originally  registered  for  the  manufacture 
and  sale  of  ice  cream,  only  1 is  now  used  for  this  purpose.  The 
remaining  5 obtain  their  supplies  from  one  or  other  of  the  whole- 
sale manufacturers  in  the  neighbouring  boroughs. 

All  meat  condemned  by  your  inspectors  is  immediately  stained 
with  a dye  procured  for  the  purpose.  The  owner  is  then  allowed 
to  dispose  of  it,  usually  to  firms  specialising  in  the  manufacture 
of  animal  feeding  stuffs  or  fertilisers. 

Tinned  and  other  food  suitable  for  the  purpose  go  to  kitchen 
waste.  Other  foods  are  disposed  of  in  the  tip. 


MILK  SUPPLY. 

There  are  5 dairies  and  33  distributors  on  the  Register,  and 
though  the  bulk  of  the  milk  consumed  in  your  district  is  bottled 
before  delivery  to  the  retailers,  your  inspectors  keep  a wary  eye 
on  the  methods  of  storage  and  distribution.  As  the  establishments 
where  the  milk  is  bottled  are  under  the  supervision  of  the  in- 
spectors in  the  respective  districts,  no  samples  have  been  taken 
for  biological  examination. 

Responsibility  for  the  licensing  of  premises  for  the  pasteur- 
ising of  milk  under  the  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Pasteurised 
and  Sterilised  Milk)  Regulations,  1949,  is  that  of  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Authority,  in  this  case  the  County  Council.  By  agreement 
with  the  County,  your  Council  act  as  agents;  issue  the  necessary 
licence,  supervise  the  working  of  the  plant  and  take  samples. 

119  such  samples  were  taken  during  the  year.  109  proved 
satisfactory  — the  remaining  10  failed  to  pass  the  test. 

Trouble  was  again  experienced  with  the  Recording  and  In- 
dicating thermometers.  Readings  taken  with  a check  thermometer 
proved  these  to  be  out  by  as  much  as  3 degrees  — with  the  result 
that  the  milk  was  not  properly  pasteurised.  The  defective  Indicat- 
ing thermometers  were  replaced  and  the  Recording  thermometers 
overhauled.  Further  checks  were  made  to  ensure  their  accuracy. 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  number  and  type  of 
licences  issued  under  the  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Raw  Milk) 
and  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised)  Milk  Regulations,  1949,  and  of 
dairies  and  persons  registered  under  the  Milk  Regulations,  1949. 

Number  of  distributors  of  milk ...  33 

Number  of  dairies  on  register  ...  5 

Dealers  licensed  to  use  the  designation  T.T.  Milk  13 
Dealers  licensed  to  use  the  designation  Pasteurised 

Milk  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

Supplementary  licences  issued  for  T.T.  Milk  ...  5 

Supplementary  licences  issued  for  Pasteurised  Milk  6 
Dealers  (Pasteurisers)  licensed  to  use  the  designa- 
tion Pasteurised  Milk  ...  1 
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CLEANSING  AND  STERILISING  OF  MILK  BOTTLES 

There  is  no  legal  standard  of  cleanliness  for  milk  containers. 
The  following  classification  is  that  suggested  by  the  laboratories. 

Mean  Bottle  Count,  reckoned  as  per  pint  bottle — 

Not  more  than  600  Satisfactory 

Over  600  but  less  than  2,000  ...  Fairly  satisfactory 

Over  2,000  Unsatisfactory... 

Six  milk  bottles  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examina- 
tion during  the  year.  The  colony  county  per  bottle  was  0.  In 
other  words,  the  bottles  were  sterile  and  revealed  an  unusual 
degree  of  cleanliness. 


ICE  CREAM 


A good  deal  of  attention  has  again  been  given  to  the  methods 
of  storage  and  distribution  of  this  popular  article  of  food,  sales 
of  which  are  constantly  increasing.  This  material  is  particularly 
susceptible  to  contamination  and  it  is  all  to  the  good  that  the 
greater  part  of  the  ice  cream  distributed  in  your  area  is  pre- 
packed. 


259  samples  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
during  the  year.  These  samples  are  subjected  to  the  Methylene 
Blue  Test  and  are  graded  from  1 to  4,  depending  on  the  time 
taken  to  decolorise  the  Methylene  Blue.  Grades  1 and  2 are  con- 
sidered satisfactory.  Grades  3 and  4 are  suspect  and  call  for 
further  investigation. 


Samples  taken  during  the  year  gave  the  following  results : ■ 

Grade  1 227 

Grade  2 ...  ...  6 

Grade  3 13 

Grade  4 1 


Due  to  the  abnormally  warm  weather  and  to  inability  to 
control  the  temperature  of  the  water-bath,  12  samples  submitted 
on  the  24th  June  could  not  be  tested  and  are  not  included  above. 

Whereas  all  samples  taken  the  previous  year  were  placed  in 
Grade  1 or  2,  14  samples  taken  this  year  fell  in  Grade  3 or  4.  Of 
these,  10  were  from  bulk  supplies  and  contamination  was  probably 
due  to  carelessness  on  the  part  of  the  retailers  — probably  in- 
adequately sterilised  servers.  It  is  difficult  to  account  for  the 
failure  of  the  prepacked  samples.  It  may  be  that  the  freezing 
cabinets  are  inadvertently  switched  off  at  night,  with  a consequent 
rise  in  temperature.  Your  inspectors  invariably  interview  the  re- 
tailers concerned,  give  advice  on  methods  of  handling  and  storage 
and  take  repeat  samples. 
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FOODS  CONDEMNED 

The  following  foods  were  condemned  during  the  year:  — 

3 boxes  Fish. 

13  tins  Fish. 

530  tins  Meat,  Fruit,  Soup  and  Vegetables. 

498  lbs.  Beef. 

283  lbs.  Pork. 

112  lbs.  Crabs. 

74  tins  Milk  and  Cream. 

148  lbs.  Cheese. 

24  lbs.  Sausages. 

SAMPLING  — FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT. 

Sampling  for  adulteration  is  the  responsibility  of  the  County 
Council  as  the  Food  and  Drugs  Authority.  This  work  is  done  by 
Mr.  C.  O.  Perry,  Chief  Weights  and  Measures  Inspector,  to  whom 
I am  indebted  for  the  following  information  on  samples  taken  in 
your  area  during  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1955. 

Article  Number  taken 

Genuine  Unsatisfactory 

Butter  and  Other  Fats  ...  2 

Drugs ...  2 

Meat  Products  ...  ...  5 - 

Milk  ...  ...  68 

Spirits  5 

Other  Foods 7 1 

89  1 

The  68  milk  samples  contained  an  average  of  3.88%  Fat  and 
8.88%  Non-fatty  Solids. 

OTHER  FOODS. 

A sample  of  buttered  scones  was  certified  to  be  spread  with 
a mixture  of  butter  and  margarine.  The  Analyst  observing : “An 
analysis  of  the  fat  derived  from  this  sample  shews  that  a mixture 
of  butter  and  margarine  in  approximately  equal  proportions  had 
been  used  on  the  scones.”  The  case  was  dealt  with  by  way  of 
caution. 

DRAINAGE. 

Development  on  a fairly  large  scale  is  going  on  throughout 
the  borough,  but  particularly  in  the  Highcliffe  area.  Drainage 
work  connected  with  this  development  makes  a heavy  demand  on 
the  time  of  your  inspectors  who  have  made  no  less  than  2,014 
visits  in  connection  with  this  work  and  have  applied  831  tests. 

Most  of  the  new  properties  being  constructed  are  so  sited 
that  they  can  be  connected  to  the  sewer.  Three  properties  con- 
structed during  the  year  could  not  be  connected  and  were  drained 
to  cesspools  or  septic  tanks. 
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The  number  of  properties  which  are  not  connected  to  the 
sewer  and  the  means  of  drainage  are  as  under:  — 

Draining  to  Septic  Tanks  ...  ...  39 

Draining  to  Cesspools  55 

Bucket  Latrines  66 

MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS  AND  CAMPING  SITES. 

Very  full  use  has  again  been  made  of  the  12  camping  sites 
in  your  area,  and  the  demand  for  this  type  of  holiday  accommoda- 
tion is  on  the  increase.  The  Council  has  endeavoured  to  meet  this 
demand  by  increasing  the  permitted  number  of  caravans  on  some 
of  the  sites. 

I would  say  that  other  than  occasional  overstepping  of  the 
number  allowed  by  the  licence,  the  sites  in  your  area  are  well- 
conducted  and  are  an  asset  to  your  town. 

The  number  of  sites  remains  at  12,  the  permitted  number  of 
moveable  dwellings  being  707.  All  sites  have  modern  sanitary 
conveniences  and  drainage  in  every  case  is  to  the  sewer. 

Because  of  housing  difficulties,  and  for  economic  reasons  in 
many  cases,  some  families  occupy  their  caravans  all  the  year 
round.  The  number  doing  so  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  139. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

(a)  Refuse  Collection: 

The  maintenance  of  a weekly  collection  of  refuse  becomes 
more  and  more  difficult,  and  unless  suitable  labour  can  be  found 
for  this  class  of  work,  I can  foresee  a breakdown  in  the  present 
system  and  a consequent  adoption  of  a less  frequent  collection. 
It  may  be  necessary  to  think  in  terms  of  a fortnightly  collection 
and  the  possibility  of  householders  being  requested  to  place  their 
bins  near  the  front  gate  on  the  day  of  collection.  This  is  some- 
thing I am  particularly  anxious  to  avoid.  On  the  other  hand, 
repeated  attempts  to  obtain  labour  have  failed  and  I am  faced 
with  the  problem  of  maintaining  one  of  the  most  essential  services 
undertaken  by  the  local  authority,  without  adequate  staff. 

The  position  with  regard  to  staff  has  gradually  deteriorated 
and  the  maintenance  of  a weekly  collection  during  the  year  has 
been  made  possible  only  by  the  goodwill  of  the  men  in  your 
employ  who  have  voluntarily  worked  overtime  for  a very  con- 
siderable number  of  hours.  They  cannot  be  expected  to  do  this 
indefinitely,  and  the  continued  development  of  the  area  will  add 
to  the  difficulties  already  being  experienced.  Some  idea  of  the 
problem  may  be  gleaned  from  the  fact  that  whereas  in  1953  the 
total  tonnage  of  refuse  collected  was  5,082  tons,  the  figure  for 
1954  is  5,969  tons,  an  increase  of  almost  1,000  tons. 

The  work  involved  and  the  time  taken  up  in  the  collection 
of  refuse  is  very  much  influenced  by  the  type  of  property  and  by 
the  positioning  of  the  bins.  In  this  district,  most  of  the  properties 
— including  council  houses— are  of  the  detached  or  semi-detached 
type  and  all  have  fairly  long  approaches  to  the  point  at  which  the 
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bin  is  sited.  This  naturally  increases  the  distances  to  be  covered 
by  your  refuse  collectors  and  slows  down  the  rate  of  progress. 

(b)  Refuse  Disposal: 

Refuse  continues  to  be  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping  and 
a further  extensive  area  has  been  reclaimed  on  Stanpit  Marsh. 
The  greater  part  of  this  area  is  under  ash  and  will  eventually  have 
to  be  covered  with  soil. 

Other  than  for  a brief  period  during  the  winter  months,  refuse 
consists  almost  entirely  of  paper,  tins,  bottles  and  jars.  The  ab- 
sence of  ash  in  the  refuse  makes  the  work  of  your  tip-head  men 
much  more  difficult  and  covering  material  has  to  be  imported. 
Ash  for  covering  down  is  obtained  from  British  Railways,  786 
tons  having  been  used  during  the  year. 

2,948  loads  of  refuse,  weighing  5,969  tons,  were  received  at 
the  tip.  In  addition,  1,209  loads  of  soil,  builders’  rubble  and  road 
sweepings  were  also  disposed  of. 

(c)  Employees: 

The  staff  employed  on  the  collection  and  disposal  of  refuse, 
salvage  and  kitchen  waste  is  as  follows:  — 

Foreman;  4 drivers;  9 collectors;  2 salvage  packers; 

1 angledozer  driver  and  1 tip-head  attendant. 

(d)  Transport: 

The  vehicles  in  use  at  the  end  of  the  year  were  as  follows : — 

1 Shelvoke  & Drewry,  side  loading,  10  cubic  yard  capa- 

city, 5 years  old. 

2 Bedford,  side  loading,  10  cubic  yard  capacity,  13  years 

old. 

1 Morris,  side  loading,  7 cubic  yard  capacity,  17  years 
old. 

1 Dennis,  side  loading,  10  cubic  yard  capacity,  9 years 
old. 

1 Bristol  M.R.20  Angledozer,  5 years  old. 

1 Walker  N.C.B.  Electric  Vehicle,  14  cwt.  capacity,  3 
years  old. 

Great  strides  have  been  made  in  the  design  of  refuse  col- 
lecting vehicles,  the  emphasis  being  on  capacity  and  dustless 
loading.  The  larger  capacity  of  the  rear-loading  types  now  on  the 
market  reduces  the  number  of  visits  to  the  disposal  point  and 
increases  the  number  of  bins  which  can  be  dealt  with  in  a given 
time.  The  acquisition  of  two  vehicles  of  this  type  would  certainly 
help  in  making  up  for  the  deficiency  in  staff  and  would  un- 
doubtedly prove  more  economical.  Two  of  the  existing  vehicles 
could  be  disposed  of.  This  is  a matter  which  should  be  given  very 
early  consideration. 

Because  of  the  very  long  hours  on  the  road  and  the  fact  that 
the  men  do  not  work  on  Saturdays,  the  cleaning  and  maintenance 
of  the  vehicles  is  proving  extremely  difficult  and  the  body  and 
paintwork  is  rather  neglected. 
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(e)  Costs: 

Cost  Statement  for  the  year  1954/55  as  submitted  to  the 
Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government 


Percentage 

Collec- 

Dis- 

of  total 

Item 

Particulars 

tion 

posal 

Totals 

gross  ex- 
penditure 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

£ 

£ 

£ 

% 

REVENUE  A/C 

1 

Gross  Expenditure 

(i)  Labour 

4614 

1730 

6344 

43 

(ii)  Transport 

(iii)  Plant,  equipment. 

5951 

1284 

7235 

49 

land  & buildings 

99 

831 

930 

6 

(iv)  Other  items 

95 

121 

216 

2 

(v)  Total  gross  ex- 

penditure 

10759 

3966 

14725 

100 

2 

Gross  Income  (in- 

eluding  £368  re- 
ceived from  other 

local  authorities)  ... 

985 

1913 

2898 

— 

3 

Net  Cost 

9774 

2053 

11827 

— 

4 

Capital  expenditure 

met  from  revenue 
(included  above)  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

UNITS  COSTS: 

5 

Gross  cost  per  ton. 

labour  only 

15  6 

4 10 

20  4 

6 

Gross  cost  per  ton. 

transport  only 

19  11 

3 7 

23  6 

7 

Net  cost  (all  expen- 

diture)  per  ton  ... 

32  9 

5 9 

38  6 

£ 

£ 

£ 

8 

Net  cost  per  1 ,000 

population 

441 

91 

532 

9 

Net  cost  per  1,000 

premises  

1329 

279 

1608 
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SALVAGE. 

The  collection  of  salvage,  and  particularly  of  waste  paper,  is 
still  very  closely  bound  up  with  the  national  economy,  and  is  still 
very  much  in  demand.  Unfortunately,  the  public  is  no  longer 
salvage  conscious  and  large  quantities  are  placed  in  the  dustbins. 
Once  there,  quite  a high  percentage  of  the  better  grades  of  paper 
become  soiled,  lose  their  value,  and  when  picked  out  at  the  tip- 
face  have  to  be  sold  at  a lower  price.  This  is  something  I am 
endeavouring  to  combat  but  I am  finding  it  difficult. 

The  quantity  of  salvage  sold  during  the  year  is  approximately 
the  same  as  for  the  previous  year.  Because  of  better  prices,  how- 
ever, there  is  an  appreciable  increase  in  the  income.  Given  the 
goodwill  and  co-operation  of  householders,  I am  satisfied  that 
these  figures  could  be  doubled. 

Tins,  especially  the  larger  ones,  continue  to  be  picked  out  at 
the  tip-face.  These  are  sold  to  a firm  of  scrap  merchants  at 
Southampton. 


KITCHEN  WASTE. 

Though  no  longer  required  to  do  so  under  “Direction”,  the 
Council  has  continued  to  collect  this  material.  Whereas  for  a 
number  of  years  the  raw  waste  had  to  be  delivered  to  the  Minis- 
try’s plant  at  Bournemouth  for  treatment,  it  is  now  sold  in  its 
raw  state  to  a contractor. 

Kitchen  waste  is  collected  separately  from  individual  house- 
hold containers,  communal  bins  and  from  school  and  factory 
canteens,  and  is  removed  from  the  depot  by  the  contractor  at  the 
end  of  each  collecting  day. 

Here,  too,  one  comes  up  against  a certain  degree  of  apathy, 
but  I think  that  the  decrease  in  the  quantity  made  available  can 
be  partly  accounted  for  by  the  large  number  of  families  who  take 
their  meals  either  in  restaurants  or  factory  canteens  and  cook 
only  at  week-ends. 

The  income  for  the  year  is  almost  £100  less  than  that  for  the 
previous  year  and  is  insufficient  to  meet  costs. 


RODENT  AND  INSECT  CONTROL. 

Details  of  the  work  carried  out  by  the  Council’s  Rodent 
Operator  during  the  year  are  shown  in  the  following  table;  — 


Number  of  premises  inspected  ...  ...  404 

Number  of  premises  found  to  be  infested  ...  167 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  treated 139 

Number  of  business  premises  treated  ...  22 

Number  of  agricultural  premises  treated  ...  6 

Total  number  of  visits  1,375 


Estimated  number  of  rats  and  mice  destroyed  992 
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1 would  not  say  that  the  rat  population  in  your  area  is  high, 
and  there  is  no  doubt  that  this  situation  is  in  no  small  measure 
due  to  the  constant  vigilance  of  your  Rodent  Operator  and  to 
co-operation  from  the  public,  who  notify  the  department  of  any 
infestation  of  which  they  become  aware.  There  is  no  room  for 
complacency  however,  for  this  pest  is  extremely  prolific,  and  any 
let-up  in  the  campaign  being  waged  could  result  in  a very  large 
increase  in  their  numbers. 

In  addition  to  his  rodent  control  duties,  your  Rodent  Opera- 
tor also  deals  with  the  disinfestation  of  bug  or  flea  infested  pro- 
perties and  with  the  disinfection  of  bedding  and  clothing. 

Fortunately,  the  number  of  verminous  premises  in  your  area 
has  always  been  low  and  this  work  presents  no  problem. 


FACTORIES. 

276  visits  have  been  made  by  your  sanitary  inspectors  to  the 
111  factories  in  the  area.  Particulars  of  inspections  and  action 
taken  under  the  Factories  Act  are  given  in  the  table  at  the  end 
of  this  report. 

There  have  again  been  many  changes  in  ownership  and  in  the 
class  of  work  carried  out  in  these  premises,  and  difficulty  is  at 
times  experienced  in  ensuring  the  accuracy  of  the  records  which 
the  local  authority  is  required  to  maintain,  A new  register  has 
recently  been  prepared. 

In  concluding  this  report  I wish  to  thank  His  Worship  the 
Mayor  (Councillor  K.  H.  Ashcroft);  the  Chairman  of  the  Public 
Health  Committee  (Councillor  W.  E.  Morgan);  the  Town  Clerk 
(Mr.  J.  Macfadyen);  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  (Dr.  D.  J.  N. 
McNab),  and  the  members  of  the  staff  of  my  department  for 
their  co-operation  throughout  the  year. 


“Stour  Cottage,” 
Barrack  Road, 
Christchurch. 


July,  1955. 


FRANCIS  LE  V.  FRIEND. 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and 
Cleansing  Superintendent. 
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TABLE  1 


SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS. 

Housing  Visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  175 

Revisits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  393 

Housing  Overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  224 

Drainage  Visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  906 

Revisits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,108 

Nuisances  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  187 

Revisits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  225 

Unsound  Food  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  106 

Revisits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  51 

Food  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  498 

Revisits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  110 

Clean  Food  Guild  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  83 

Ice  Cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  291 

Revisits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  36 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  ...  ...  ...  ...  220 

Revisits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  41 

Ice  Cream  Samples  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  259 

Milk  Sampling  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  52 

Infectious  Disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Revisits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Verminous  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  54 

Revisits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Factories  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  261 

Revisits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Outworkers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

School  Canteens  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

Public  Conveniences  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  90 

Vans,  Tents,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

Camping  Sites  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  143 

Revisits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  65 

Shops  (Shops  Act)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  297 

Offices  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

Hawkers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  ...  ...  ...  ...  748 

Salvage  and  Kitchen  Waste  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  335 

Rodent  Control  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  421 

Revisits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  954 

Closet  Accommodation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Water  Supply  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  33 

Pet  Animals  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Rivers  and  Streams  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

Slaughter  of  Animals  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

Unclassified  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  257 


8872 
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TABLE  2 


RECORD  OF  NUISANCES  ABATED  AND  WORK  DONE 

The  following  statement  shows  in  detail  work  carried  out  under  the 
supervision  of  the  Department. 


(a)  DRAINAGE: 

Number  of  new  premises  drained  ...  ...  ...  ...  195 

Number  of  houses  and  premises  redrained  ...  ...  ...  7 

Repairs  or  amendments  to  existing  drains  ...  ...  ...  40 

Drains  or  gullies  unstopped  and  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  50 

Length  in  yards  of  stoneware  drains  laid  ...  ...  ...  9,389 

Manholes  and  covers  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  767 

New  manhole  covers  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  437 

Intercepting  traps  fixed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  217 

New  gully  traps  fixed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  546 

Soil  pipes  and  vent  shafts  fixed  ...  ...  ...  ...  260 

Soil  pipes  and  vent  shafts  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Water  tests  applied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  630 

Smoke  tests  applied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  201 

Colour  tests  applied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Cesspools  abolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Cesspools  emptied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Cesspools  constructed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Septic  tanks  constructed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Septic  tanks  abolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 


(b)  SANITARY  CONVENIENCES  AND  FITTINGS: 


New  W.C.  accommodation  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

New  W.C.  apartments  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

New  W.C.  pedestals  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  51 

W.C.’s  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

New  flushing  cisterns  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  44 

Flushing  cisterns  repaired  ..^  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Baths  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Sinks  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Lavatory  basins  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

New  waste  pipes  trapped  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  66 

Existing  waste  pipes  trapped  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Pail  closets  and/or  middens  abolished  ...  ...  ...  2 


(c)  MISCELLANEOUS: 

Houses  provided  with  through  ventilation  ...  ...  ...  — 

New  roofs  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Roofs  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Eaves  gutters  renewed  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 
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TABLE  2 (continued) 


Stack  pipes  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Stack  pipes  disconnected  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  1 

Damp  walls  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Ventilation  under  floors  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Yards  paved  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Yards  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Floors  of  rooms  relaid  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Floors  of  rooms  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

New  windows  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Windows  repaired  and/or  made  to  open  ...  ...  ...  4 

Rooms  cleansed  and  redecorated  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Doors  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Ventilated  food  stores  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Staircases  provide  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Dustbins  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  100 

Nuisances  — Overcrowding  abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

— Smoke  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

— Animals  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

— Accumulation  of  manure  and  refuse  ...  ...  20 

Workrooms  cleansed  and  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Cowsheds  and  dairies  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Grates,  ranges,  coppers  renewed  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  — 

Rooms  disinfected  ...  ....  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Premises  disinfested  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Insufficient  water  supply  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Bakehouses  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Fish  frying  premises  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 
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TABLE  3 


COMPLAINTS  RECEIVED 

During  the  year  466  Complaints  were  received  as  detailed  below: — 

Number 

Nature  of  Complaint  Received 

Defective  roofs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Dilapidations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Defective  water  tanks  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Defective  water  pipes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Defective  sink  waste  pipes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Defective  flushing  cisterns  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Defective  water  closet  pans  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Unsatisfactory  water  closet  accommodation  ...  ...  ...  1 

Overflowing  cesspool  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Choked  drains  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  33 

Dampness  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Absence  of  dustbins  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  104 

Animals  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Smells  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Smoke  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Accumulation  of  refuse  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Unsatisfactory  collection  of  refuse  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Insanitary  conditions  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Fleas  and  bugs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Insects  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Rats  and  mice  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  152 

Noise  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Food  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  48 

Overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Defective  grates  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Foulin,'’  of  ground  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Suspected  food  poisoning  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 


466 
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NUMBER  OF  NOTICES  SERVED 


Table  4 shows  the  action  taken  to  secure  the  abatement  of  nuisances 
and  the  removal  of  conditions  prejudicial  to  health. 

TABLE  4 


NUMBER  OF  NOTICES  SERVED 


Notices 

Outstanding 

31/12/53 

Number 

served 

Complied 

with 

Work  done 
by  L.A.  in 
default 

Outstanding 

31/12/54 

Informal 

4 

29 

24 

— 

9 

Statutory 

3 

3 

5 

— 

1 

Total 

7 

32 

29 

— 

10 

SUMMARY  OF  STATUTORY  NOTICES  SERVED 

Section  93,  Public  Health  Act,  1936  ...  3 


TABLE  5 

RECORD  OF  PETROL  AND  OIL  CONSUMPTION 


YEAR 

PETROL  (Gals.) 

LORRY 

Angle- 

dozer 

Van 

Total 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

1950/51 

655 

1100 

1815 

231 

746 

132 

19 

4698 

1951/52 

847 

1062 

1664 

285 

943 

464 

48 

5313 

1952/53 

810 

639 

1354 

370 

1000 

623 

69 

4865 

1953/54 

602 

530 

1245 

464 

1050 

733 

31 

4655 

1954/55 

372 

646 

1155 

274 

1130 

732 

23 

4332 

OIL 

(Pints) 

YEAR 

LORRY 

Angle- 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

dozer 

Van 

Total 

1950/51 

72 

152 

183 

8 

40 

62 



517 

1951/52 

64 

95 

168 

6 

43 

112 

2 

490 

1952/53 

125 

54 

197 

29 

88 

144 

— 

637 

1953/54 

130 

62 

80 

13 

129 

156 

— 

570 

1954/55 

83 

103 

no 

12 

144 

151 

2 

605 
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TABLE  6 

RECORD  OF  SALVAGE  TRANSACTIONS 
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The  costs  shown  in  the  above  table  do  not  include  “Works  Overheads 


TABLE  8, 


RECORD  OF  KITCHEN  WASTE  COLLECTIONS  AND  SALES 

During  the  period  1st  APRIL,  1954  to  31st  MARCH,  1955 


Month 

T. 

C. 

Q. 

Lbs. 

Value 
£ s. 

d. 

April  

14 

17 

1 

14 

59 

9 

6 

May  

14 

12 

2 

7 

58 

10 

3 

June  

14 

10 

1 

21 

58 

1 

9 

July  

11 

15 

3 

14 

47 

3 

6 

August  

10 

6 

0 

7 

41 

4 

3 

September 

14 

12 

0 

0 

58 

8 

0 

October  

14 

7 

2 

14 

57 

10 

6 

November 

13 

17 

3 

0 

55 

11 

0 

December 

14 

1 

2 

21 

56 

6 

9 

January  

13 

7 

1 

14 

53 

9 

6 

February  

12 

15 

0 

21 

51 

0 

9 

March 

12 

17 

3 

0 

51 

11 

0 

Totals 

162 

1 

2 

21 

648 

6 

9 

TABLE  9. 

RODENT  CONTROL. 

DETAILS  OF  EXPENDITURE.  Year  ending  31st  March,  1955 


No. 

Item 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

1 

Bait  ...  ...  ...  ...1 

2 

Poison  ... 

77 

8 

0 

3 

Stationery  and  Advertising 

4 

Plant,  tools,  etc. 

5 

Salary  of  Rodent  Officer 

450 

6 

4 

527 

14 

4 

Gross  Expenditure 

527 

14 

4 

Gross  Income  ... 

22 

14 

9 

Net  Expenditure 

504 

19 

7 

Ministry  of  Agriculture  Grant  50% 

252 

9 

9 

252 

9 

10 

38 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937  and  1948 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  IN 
RESPECT  OF  THE  YEAR  1954  FOR  THE  BOROUGH  OF 
CHRISTCHURCH  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  SOUTHAMPTON 

Prescribed  particulars  on  the  administration  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937. 


PART  1 OF  THE  ACT 

1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  in- 
spections made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors). 


Number  of 

Premises 

No.  on 
Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(1)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3, 

4 and  6 are  to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

13 

37 

(2)  Factories  not  included  in  (1)  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  

98 

239 

(3)  Other  premises  in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  out-workers’  premises)  ... 

Total  ... 

111 

276 

— 

— 

2.  CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND: 


No.  of  cases  in  which 

defects  were  found 

Particulars 

Found 

1 

Remedied 

To  H.M.  7> 

Inspector  S' 

By  H.M.  3 

Inspector  cl 

No.  of  cases  in 
which  prosecu- 
tions were 
instituted 

Want  of  Cleanliness  (S.  1) 

1 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3)  ... 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4)  

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6) 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7): 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(a)  insufficient  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  unsuitable  or  defective 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  not  separate  for  sexes 

Other  offences  against  the  Act  (not  in- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

eluding  offences  relating  to  outwork) 

6 

9 

— 

— 

— 

Total  ... 

10 

16 

— 

1 

— 

39 
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